in favour of violent defence against external
aggression or internal disorder. The demand for
a share at the Centre to fight the war, was;
made by the Working Committee and emphatically
turned down by the British Government. At the last
interview which I had with Lord Linlithgow orb
August that year, I found that /the Viceroy had lost
all confidence in the Congress High Command. He
felt that it was dominated by elements which were
either anti-British or pacifist. He was bitter; dis-
trustful both of the Congress and the League, of
every Hindu and Muslim. He evidently had come to
believe that Indians of no political or religious colour
who had any following in the country, would be per-
mitted to stand true to Britain if there was a crisis
in the war situation.
It was wrong to blame Indians for this attitude.
Nobody in India loved Britain; she had broken too
many promises to merit confidence.
Mr. Jinnah clearly perceived the opening which,
had been made for him as a result of British diffi-
culties and Congress vacillation. He insisted upon &
categorical assurance from the British Government:
that it would not adopt any constitution without the
previous approval of Muslim India and that Muslim
Indian leadership should have an equal share in the
authority and control of the governments, central
and provincial.
In America, the British Government found itself
in an unexpected situation. The reputation of Gan-
dhiji and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru stood high with
the American public. Unless it was destroyed the
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